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DE S I G N  G U I DE

This PowerPoint 2007 template produces a 36”x48” 

presentation poster. You can use it to create your research 

poster and save valuable time placing titles, subtitles, text, 

and graphics. 

We provide a series of online tutorials that will guide you 

through the poster design process and answer your poster 

production questions. To view our template tutorials, go online 

to PosterPresentations.com and click on HELP DESK.

When you are ready to print your poster, go online to 

PosterPresentations.com

Need assistance? Call us at 1.510.649.3001

Q U I C K  STA RT

Zoom in and out
 As you work on your poster zoom in and out to the level 

that is more comfortable to you. 

 Go to VIEW > ZOOM.

Title, Authors, and Affiliations
Start designing your poster by adding the title, the names of the authors, 

and the affiliated institutions. You can type or paste text into the 

provided boxes. The template will automatically adjust the size of your 

text to fit the title box. You can manually override this feature and 

change the size of your text. 

T IP : The font size of your title should be bigger than your name(s) and 

institution name(s).

Adding Logos / Seals
Most often, logos are added on each side of the title. You can insert a 

logo by dragging and dropping it from your desktop, copy and paste or by 

going to INSERT > PICTURES. Logos taken from web sites are likely to be 

low quality when printed. Zoom it at 100% to see what the logo will look 

like on the final poster and make any necessary adjustments.  

T IP:  See if your school’s logo is available on our free poster templates 

page.

Photographs / Graphics
You can add images by dragging and dropping from your desktop, copy 

and paste, or by going to INSERT > PICTURES. Resize images 

proportionally by holding down the SHIFT key and dragging one of the 

corner handles. For a professional-looking poster, do not distort your 

images by enlarging them disproportionally.

Image Quality Check
Zoom in and look at your images at 100% magnification. If they look good 

they will print well. 
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Q U I C K  STA RT ( con t . )

How to change the template color theme
You can easily change the color theme of your poster by going to the 

DESIGN menu, click on COLORS, and choose the color theme of your 

choice. You can also create your own color theme.

You can also manually change the color of your background by going to 

VIEW > SLIDE MASTER.  After you finish working on the master be sure to 

go to VIEW > NORMAL to continue working on your poster.

How to add Text
The template comes with a number of pre-

formatted placeholders for headers and text 

blocks. You can add more blocks by copying and 

pasting the existing ones or by adding a text box 

from the HOME menu. 

 Text size
Adjust the size of your text based on how much content you have to 

present. The default template text offers a good starting point. Follow 

the conference requirements.

How to add Tables
To add a table from scratch go to the INSERT menu and 

click on TABLE. A drop-down box will help you select rows 

and columns. 

You can also copy and a paste a table from Word or another PowerPoint 

document. A pasted table may need to be re-formatted by RIGHT-CLICK > 

FORMAT SHAPE, TEXT BOX, Margins.

Graphs / Charts
You can simply copy and paste charts and graphs from Excel or Word. 

Some reformatting may be required depending on how the original 

document has been created.

How to change the column configuration
RIGHT-CLICK on the poster background and select LAYOUT to see the 

column options available for this template. The poster columns can also 

be customized on the Master. VIEW > MASTER.

How to remove the info bars
If you are working in PowerPoint for Windows and have finished your 

poster, save as PDF and the bars will not be included. You can also delete 

them by going to VIEW > MASTER. On the Mac adjust the Page-Setup to 

match the Page-Setup in PowerPoint before you create a PDF. You can 

also delete them from the Slide Master.

Save your work
Save your template as a PowerPoint document. For printing, save as 

PowerPoint or “Print-quality” PDF.

Print your poster
When you are ready to have your poster printed go online to 

PosterPresentations.com and click on the “Order Your Poster” button. 

Choose the poster type the best suits your needs and submit your order. 

If you submit a PowerPoint document you will be receiving a PDF proof 

for your approval prior to printing. If your order is placed and paid for 

before noon, Pacific, Monday through Friday, your order will ship out that 

same day. Next day, Second day, Third day, and Free Ground services are 

offered. Go to PosterPresentations.com for more information.
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Student discounts are available on our Facebook page.

Go to PosterPresentations.com and click on the FB icon. 
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 posterpresenter@gmail.com

INTRODUCTION & BACKGROUND

Research Presentations Additional Statistics 

Experiences

Service* Creative Outreach*

Internal Departmental 

Presentation (1 pt)

Participate in a Data 

Competition (1 pt)

TA for a Statistics Class 

(1 pt per semester)

Create a Multimedia 

Project That Explains a 

Statistical Concept 

(1 pt)
Local / Campus 

Presentation (2 pts)

Earn a Professional 

Certification (1 pt)

Tutor for Statistics 

(1 pt per semester)

National Presentation 

(3 pts)

Complete a Statistics 

Thesis (2 pts)

Hold a Leadership Role 

for an Active Statistics 

club (1 pt)

Submit an Artistic 

Project to a Competition 

(1 pt)Submit a Manuscript 

for Publication (2 pts)

We have recently initiated a new process for students to 

fulfill Elon University's senior comprehensive 

requirement for statistics majors (B.S. and A.B.). Elon 

University is a mid-sized, private university located in 

North Carolina, USA. There are, on average, about 40 

declared statistics majors in the Department of  

Mathematics and Statistics, which is also home to the 

Data Analytics major. The new senior comprehensive 

evaluation process for statistics majors was implemented 

in Fall 2023, and students graduating in 2024 (n = 11) 

and 2025 (n = 16) have used the new system. A majority 

of  students have opted for the new points option.

Student considerations regarding the portfolio: 

• "I'd been saving all of  my work from my previous 

classes, but it would have been a fair amount of  work 

to pull everything back up, I believe, and that was 

something that I think I could still do to this day, but 

… it's a task that I kind of  dreaded doing."

• “The portfolio doesn’t add much to my resume."

• "I had friends who hadn’t enjoyed the portfolio. They 

felt it added stress and was a bit intimidating."

What student liked most about the points system:

• "Everything I did for the points packs a pretty good 

punch on my resume...This really incentivizes 

students to have workable skills which I think is the 

biggest bonus of  being a stats major.”

• "Everything that I wanted to get involved in already, 

earned me the requirements for the points to graduate 

for the senior comprehensive evaluation. So, it 

aligned well with my personal goals."

• "The list [of  approved experiences]  has everything 

you could ever want to do."

• “A little bit of  gamification is ok. Doing something 

for the credit afterwards can teach you something 

along the way. … It made being a stats major more 

enjoyable.”

** Obtained via IRB-approved student interviews

• Seniors compiled a portfolio in their final semester

• Contained resume and cover letter

• Included student projects to support written 

narratives for six prompts related to computing, 

communicating statistics, and application of  statistics

• Required an exit interview

Elon University Department of Mathematics and Statistics

Nicholas Bussberg, Ryne VanKrevelen, Mark Weaver, and Laura Taylor

Insights from Two Years of Implementing an Innovative, Experience-Based 
Statistics Graduation Requirement

STUDENT PERSPECTIVES**

PREVIOUS APPROACH

NEXT STEPS AND SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS

STATISTICS EXPERIENCES POINT SYSTEM

UPDATED APPROACH

Selected Statistics Experiences with Point Values

• Students can choose between two options:

• Revised portfolio

• Statistics experience points

• Both options require a resume and cover letter

Revised Portfolio

• Requires three prompts that are more reflective in 

nature (along with supporting project work examples)

• Completed in final semester

Statistics Experience Points

• Students must earn four points from approved 

statistics experiences

• Completed across four years

Most Common Experiences Completed

• Tutor for statistics

• Research Presentation at Elon's Spring 

Undergraduate Research Forum 

• Extra capstone (internship or research)

• Continue to update and expand the list of  approved 

statistical experiences

• Explore approaches to making completion tracking 

methods more robust and efficient

• Document describing our approach:

https://tinyurl.com/ElonPoints25

• The original portfolio was not seen to add value to 

students' experiences.

• The portfolio was viewed by students as busy work 

and stressful since completed in the last semester.

• Review and feedback on portfolios (plus subsequent 

revisions), along with exit interviews, were time-

consuming for faculty.

MOTIVATION TO UPDATE PROCESS

* No more than 3 points can come from this category, with no more than 2 points for one activity. 

Sample Pathways for Reaching the Required Four Points

• Honor's thesis (2 pts) + Presentation at campus research forum (2 pts)

• SAS certification (1 pt) + Participate in DataFest (1 pt) + TA for stats class for 2 semesters (2 pts)

• Complete an actuarial exam (1 pt) + Hold a leadership role in stats club (1 pt) + Tutor for statistics 

for 1 semester (1 pt) + Submit a song to USCOTS A-µ-Sing (1 pt)

• Research presentation at NCUR (3 pts) + Submit a manuscript for publication (2 pts)

New Approach 

Choice

Number (%) of  

Students Since Fall 2023 

Revised Portfolio 9 (33.3%)

Points (4 points exactly) 9 (33.3%)

Points (5-10 points) 6 (22.2%)

Points (>10 points) 3 (11.1%)

Tracking Points and 

Communicating Progress

• Students submit points through the form on the right

• Submissions are checked once per week

• Approved submissions are recorded two ways

A student-facing gradebook in 

our LMS students can use to 

check progress

A faculty-facing spreadsheet 

for advisors and overall 

program tracking

http://www.facebook.com/pages/PosterPresentationscom/217914411419?v=app_4949752878&ref=ts
https://tinyurl.com/ElonPoints25
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